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Status 

I) E3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 25 November 2005 , 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This is the second non-final Office Action for application number 10/735,441 
Arrangement for Attaching a Hygienic Article, filed on 12/12/03. Claims 1-18 are 
pending. This is the second non-final Action is in response to applicant's reply dated 
1 1/25/05. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action 
can be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 4 is objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claim 1 has recited, "at least one bracket" and claim 4 recites, "said bracket". 
A suggested change to the claim 4 language would be as follows: 
"An arrangement according to claim 1, wherein the at least one bracket includes a 
plurality of at least partially identically shaped brackets." 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 6-9, 14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 

being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 

which applicant regards as the invention. 
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Claim 6 recites, "the ends" and there is a lack of antecedent basis for this 
limitation. Although "the ends" has been recited by claim 1 , these "ends" are referring to 
the wall mounting rod, not to the ends of the bracket as recited by claim 6. 

Claim 8 recites, "the sections of the wall-mounting rod" and this lacks antecedent 
basis. The previous "sections" are discussed in conjunction with the attachment bracket 
(See Claim 6). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 2, 10 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by United States Patent No. 6802089 to Cropelli. 

The patent to Cropelli discloses an arrangement for attaching articles including a 
wall-mounting rod (20) that has a continuous, front surface groove guiding profile (40), 
extending over a full length of the wall mounting rod between ends and at least one 



bracket (21 ) wherein the arrangement leaves clear that part of the guiding profile used 
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for guiding the slide and the bracket is attachable to the wall-mounting rod in the vicinity 
of its ends. 

Claims 1, 3, 4, 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
United States Patent No. 4271543 to Martin. 

The patent to Martin discloses an arrangement for attaching articles including a 
wall-mounting rod (1 ) that has a continuous, hollow guiding profile, extending over a full 
length of the wall mounting rod between ends and a plurality of at least partially identical 
brackets (4, 19) wherein the arrangement leaves clear that part of the guiding profile 
used for guiding the slide and the bracket (4, 19) is attachable to the wall mounting rod 
by inserting the brackets into the rod and engaging the interior of the hollow bracket and 
wherein accessory items (20) are attachable to the bracket. 

Claims 1 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
United States Patent No. 6324988 to Svensson. 

The patent to Svensson discloses an arrangement for attaching articles including 
a wall-mounting rod (5) that has a continuous, guiding profile, extending over a full 
length of the wall mounting rod between ends and at least one bracket (12) wherein the 
arrangement leaves clear that part of the guiding profile used for guiding the slide and 
wherein the at least one bracket is configured for attachment to two sections of the wall 
mounting rod that are to be coaxially arranged. 



Application/Control Number: 10/735,441 
Art Unit: 3632 



Page 5 



Claims 1, 6-9, 14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by United States Patent No. 5632049 to Chen. 

Chen teaches an arrangement for attaching articles including a wall-mounting rod 
(40) that has a continuous, guiding profile, extending over a full length of the wall 
mounting rod between ends and at least one bracket (42) wherein the arrangement 
leaves clear that part of the guiding profile used for guiding the slide the at least one 
bracket has two attachment sections one each at least near each of the ends, one of 
which is configured for attaching a terminating collar component (See Drawing Below) 
by a form fit and a means for guiding (See Drawing Below) the wall mounted rod 
sections the sections which are separated by a land joint (See Below). 
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section 
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Response to Arguments 

The applicant has argued that due to the preliminary amendment which was not 
considered in the Action dated 8/23/05, that the action should merit reconsideration and 
not be Final. This is persuasive and the applicant has been given a non-final action on 
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the merits of the current claims which have incorporated the preliminary amendment 
rendering the consideration of such moot in any further action. 

The remaining arguments are moot in view of the new grounds for rejection cited 

above. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 11,17 and 18 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Amy J. Sterling 
at telephone number 571-272-6823. The examiner can normally be reached (M-F 8 
a.m.-5:00 p.m.). If attempts to reach the examiner are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Leslie Braun can be reached at 571-272-6815. The fax machine number for 
the Technology center is 571-273-8300 (formal amendments) or 571-273-6823 
(Informal communications). Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of 
this application should be directed to the Technology Center receptionist at 571-272- 
3600 



Conclusion 




Amy J. Sterling 

2/3/06 



